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Clive Pearson
Letter from the National President

Dear members,

As we continue to navigate through a busy and productive
year, I want to take a moment to reflect on our progress,
share a few highlights from my recent travels, and look

ahead at what promises to be an exciting autumn for the
British Institute of Funeral Directing.

As we continue to navigate through a busy and productive
year, I want to take a moment to reflect on our progress,
share a few highlights from my recent travels, and look

ahead at what promises to be an exciting autumn for the
British Institute of Funeral Directing.

One of the highlights of my recent travels was stopping by
to present a certificate to Stevie Salobehaj, who had the

distinction of being the very first person to sign up as a new
member of the Institute this year! Meeting members like

Stevie is a wonderful reminder of the vitality and passion
within our community.

It is a true privilege to stand as your President during a time when we are welcoming
so many new faces to the BIFD, alongside a gratifying number of returning members

who have rejoined our ranks this year. This surge in engagement speaks volumes
about the strength and direction of our organisation. I want to express my deepest
gratitude to our current leadership team. Their dedication, fresh perspectives, and

hard work are driving the Institute forward, ensuring we remain a relevant,
supportive, and esteemed body for funeral professionals.

Visiting members in their own settings is always one of the best parts of this role.
During my recent travels, I had the pleasure of calling in at Moons Funeral Service. It
was fantastic to catch up with Sophie and Andrew, where we spent a very worthwhile

morning discussing the practical realities and current challenges affecting our
profession today. These open discussions are invaluable, they keep the Institute

grounded in what truly matters to you on the front line.



Clive
Clive Pearson

National President, Region C

Warmest regards

Professional development remains at the very heart of what we do. As we move
further through the year, a strong schedule of Continuing Professional

Development (CPD) sessions is taking place across our various regions. I strongly
encourage you to take advantage of these local and online opportunities to learn,

refresh your skills, and network with colleagues. We look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible at these upcoming gatherings.

Finally, October will be upon us before we know it,
which means our Annual BIFD Conference is fast

approaching. Places are still available. If you haven't
booked yet, I encourage you to do so soon.

 We are shaping up to have a brilliant conference with
top-tier CPD sessions, details of which will be

announced shortly, alongside some very exciting
news about the Institute's future direction.

Thank you all for your continued commitment to excellence in funeral directing,
and I look forward to seeing many of you on the road or at the conference in

October.



Please show your support by donating
via the link, or through our social media

pages.

National President, Clive Pearson, took on the
Three Peaks on Thursday 4  June to raise

money for his chosen charity The Samaritans
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THE BIFD CODE OF ETHICS

All members of the Institute have agreed to be bound by the
following code:

A Fellow and a Member shall not conduct herself/himself at any
time in a manner likely to prejudice her/his professional status as a

Funeral Director or the reputation of her/his profession.

A Fellow and a Member will treat with respect each dead human
body. A Fellow and a Member will pledge a complete confidential

relationship to those she/he is called upon to serve.

A Fellow and a Member shall not solicit funeral orders nor employ
any person to do so on her/his behalf, nor shall she/he either offer

or give any rewards for any recommendations.

I _________________________ have read, understood and
agree to the BIFD Code of Ethics.

I acknowledge that if any concerns arise from my compliance with
these commitments, the Board of Directors will assess the

concerns and may suspend my membership of the Institute.
 

Signed __________________________
Date ____________________





















Our Biggest Coffee Morning ☕️
When SAIF National President Gary Staker asked us to get

involved in the Biggest Coffee Morning to raise funds for his
chosen charity of the year, Parkinson’s UK, we jumped at the

opportunity! Who wouldn’t want to be part of such a fantastic
cause?

We decided to host two events, one in Billericay and one in
Brentwood, as we have offices in both areas.

Billericay Coffee Morning, or should we say, afternoon tea!

For our Billericay event, we decided to combine our regular Billericay Community Dance
with the afternoon tea, creating the perfect opportunity for people to enjoy some
dancing, refreshments, and good company — all while supporting a great cause.

We were also delighted to welcome Parkinson’s Billericay, who
joined us to share information and answer questions for anyone

who wanted to learn more about the charity and the support
available. Information leaflets were available throughout the

afternoon, alongside plenty of dancing!

We also organised a raffle, with all entrance fees and raffle
proceeds donated to Parkinson’s UK. 

Scones with jam and clotted cream were enjoyed with plenty of
tea, coffee, laughter, and conversation. It was a wonderful

afternoon, and the smiles on everyone’s faces showed just how
much fun fundraising can be.

Brentwood Coffee Morning
For our second coffee morning, we headed to Brentwood Bowls Club, where we were
joined by the local Parkinson’s group. They provided useful information and leaflets,

helping to raise awareness while we enjoyed a brilliant afternoon together.



With sunshine, great company, plenty of chatter, and
the beautiful bowling green as our backdrop, the

event was a huge hit. There was certainly no shortage
of smiles, laughter, or second helpings!

We were thrilled to raise £384 at our Brentwood and
Billericay event, making both mornings a fantastic

success.

A huge thank you to everyone who came along, donated, baked, organised, danced, bowled,
bought raffle tickets, or simply stopped for a cup of tea and a chat.

Most importantly, we are delighted to have helped raise funds and awareness for
Parkinson’s UK. It just goes to show that a little coffee, a slice of cake, and a lot of

community spirit can go a very long way! 

This time, we swapped the scones for some delicious cakes — because every good coffee
morning needs cake! 

Once again, all entrance fees and raffle proceeds were donated to Parkinson’s UK.



Victoria WellsVictoria WellsVictoria WellsVictoria Wells
Deputy Editor, Region C

The Bodies the Bog Kept: What Europe's Oldest
Funerals Can Teach Us

Somewhere in the peat of Denmark, Ireland, and the north of
England lie some of the best-preserved human remains on

earth — not mummified by human hands, but by the ground
itself. Bog bodies are among archaeology's strangest gifts:

skin, hair, fingernails, even stomach contents, kept intact for
two thousand years by the cold, acidic, oxygen-starved water
of a peat bog. And increasingly, they're being read not just as

archaeological curiosities, but as funerals.

Peat bogs create a chemical environment almost perfectly hostile to decay. The lack of
oxygen stops bacteria in their tracks, and sphagnum moss releases a compound that

essentially tans human skin the way leather is tanned, while dissolving bone. The
result is a body frozen in a single, uncanny moment — Tollund Man, discovered in

Denmark in 1950, still had stubble on his chin and the rope that killed him around his
neck, so well preserved that police initially treated the find as a recent murder.

More than a thousand bog bodies have been found across Northern Europe, most
dating from the Iron Age. Many, like Tollund Man, show signs of violent death:
strangulation, throat-cutting, blows to the skull. For years the assumption was
straightforwardly grim — these were executed criminals or human sacrifices,

disposed of rather than honoured.



What makes bog bodies remarkable to a modern eye isn't just the preservation — it's
the intimacy. Unlike a skeleton, a bog body has an expression. Tollund Man's face is

famously peaceful, eyes closed as though asleep, a detail that unsettled the
archaeologists who found him and still unsettles visitors to Denmark's Silkeborg

Museum today. It closes a two-thousand-year gap in a way bone alone never could.

Under this reading, the violence many bog bodies suffered wasn't necessarily
punishment. It may have been sacrifice — an extreme, ritualised funeral rite reserved

for people of particular importance, offered to the bog itself as a kind of sacred
ground.

More recent scholarship complicates that picture considerably. Some bog bodies
were buried with care — laid out deliberately, sometimes accompanied by cloaks,

jewellery, or the remains of a final ceremonial meal. Old Croghan Man, found in
Ireland, had a leather armband thought to signify high status, and had eaten a last

meal of grain and buttermilk consistent with a ritual feast, not a hasty disposal. Bogs
themselves held spiritual significance in Iron Age Europe — thought to be thresholds

between the world of the living and the realm of the gods, which may explain why
bodies, weapons, and votive offerings were deliberately placed into them rather than

simply lost there.

For those of us who work in death care, there's something quietly moving in the idea
that a landscape — rather than a coffin, a shroud, or a headstone — became this era's

chosen vessel for the dead, and did the job so thoroughly that it kept faces
recognisable across two millennia. It's a reminder that the instinct to mark a death

with deliberate, careful ritual is not a modern invention. It is, quite literally, older than
memory itself.



DON’T FORGET!

Our next conference runs from Friday 23  - Sunday 25  October at
Tankersley Manor Hotel. 

rd th

Remember to book your places soon to secure your place.

🎤 Theme: Suicide Bereavement: Silence Isn’t
Always Golden

📅 Date: 16th September 2026
📍 Venue: Titanic Hotel, Liverpool (and online)

🕘 Time: 9:00am – 4:30pm

Join us for an inspiring and thought-provoking
day where new research findings will be

presented for the first time.

To view our interactive flyer and to register visit
https://suicidebereavementuk.com/wp-

content/uploads/2026/03/4049_SBUK_Confere
nce_2026_flyer_online_v2.pdf

Silence Isn’t 
Always Golden

Suicide Bereavement UK's 15th international
hybrid conference is going to be our biggest and

boldest yet.

Save The Date









The Cruse Walk: Come Together and Remember Those
We Love

This September, Cruse Bereavement
Support launches a new event bringing

people together to remember loved ones,
celebrate their lives and raise vital funds to

support the charity’s work.

The Cruse Walk is Cruse’s new flagship
fundraising event. Participants can take part

in one of two in-person events or join virtually
from wherever they are.

The in-person events will take place at:

London: Dulwich College, Sunday 20 September
Birmingham: Sutton Park, Sunday 27 September

Registration is completely free, and participants are invited to raise whatever they
can to support Cruse’s vital bereavement services.

As demand for Cruse’s services continues to grow, every step taken and every
pound raised will help the charity provide bereavement support to more people

across the UK.

Whether you’re walking in memory of
someone special, in support of someone

experiencing grief, or simply to help Cruse
continue its work, The Cruse Walk is an

opportunity to come together, remember
those we love and make a meaningful

difference.

To find out more and sign up for The Cruse
Walk, visit www.cruse.org.uk or email

fundraising@cruse.org.uk.
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EDITORIAL TEAM FOR
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Advertorial

Sereni and Funeral Partners Join Forces To Support Families
Across Four European Countries

Combination brings together operations in the
United Kingdom, Belgium,  Germany and Poland
Continuity for families: local brands and leadership
teams remain unchanged

Woking, 4th August 2026 - Funeral service providers
Sereni, with funeral homes in Belgium, Germany and

Poland, and Funeral Partners, one of the largest funeral
providers in the United Kingdom, are joining forces. The

combination creates one of Europe’s largest funeral
groups, with operations in four countries.

Both companies will retain their established brands
and the local identities of their funeral homes – a

model both groups already pursue successfully in
their respective markets and one that ensures

continuity for the families they serve. “Supporting
families reliably at difficult moments is the standard

we hold ourselves to in every country,” said Jörg
Reschke, CEO of the Sereni. “Joining forces with

Funeral Partners allows us to learn from one another
and to live up to the high standards they deserve.”

The combination aims to unlock synergies in areas such as procurement, technology,
and administrative processes. “We support this combination as a long-term partner,”

says Caspar Berendsen, Chairman of the Board of Sereni. “Sereni and Funeral
Partners have both shown that a consolidation model can work while respecting the

local market. Our aim is to support the management teams of both companies through
the next phase of growth in Europe.

Sam Kershaw, CEO of Funeral Partners
adds, “Joining forces with Sereni will

further enhance the support we provide to
bereaved families, while also creating new
development opportunities for colleagues

across the Group.”



Together, the two companies will serve more than 75,000 funerals and 46,000
cremations a year with 3,100 employees. Alongside traditional funeral services, both

also offer pre-need funeral plans.

About Sereni
Sereni was founded in Belgium in 2016 and has grown into a leading funeral group with

a presence in Belgium, Germany and Poland. Sereni handles 45,000 funerals a year
across 450 funeral homes with 1,800 employees, in a partner network that preserves

local identity while providing central support in areas such as administration,
marketing and succession planning. The group also includes 8 crematoria in Germany

and Poland operating 46,000 cremations a year.

About Funeral Partners
Funeral Partners was founded in 2007 and, with around 300 funeral homes and almost

1,300 employees, is one of the largest funeral providers in the United Kingdom. The
company supports around 30,000 funerals a year.

New Leam Lane Funeral Home Opens It’s Doors To Support
Local Families

A funeral director that has supported families across
Washington and Gateshead for more than two decades

has officially opened a new funeral home in Leam
Lane.

Walker & Morrell Funeral Directors celebrated its new
branch in Fewster Square with a special ribbon cutting

ceremony and community open day.

Local residents were invited to meet the team, look around the new funeral home and
ask questions about funerals and the support available to bereaved families. The event

was attended by staff, friends, family members, local clergy, residents and
representatives from local charities.

Nicola Lynn, Funeral Director at Walker & Morrell
Gateshead office with Samantha Rutherford, Funeral

Director at Leam Lane

The ribbon was cut by Rev. Gareth Rowlands, Lead Chaplain at the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, before Rev. Rupert Kallus of St Andrew’s Church in Leam Lane led a special

blessing of the chapel of rest.



Advertorial

Martin Morrell, Area Development Manager at Walker & Morrell Funeral Directors,
said: “We have supported the people and families of Washington and Gateshead since

2002, and opening in Leam Lane gives us the opportunity to provide the same valuable,
high-quality service from somewhere more local. It also means families can have the

reassurance of knowing their loved one is nearer to them at what can be an incredibly
difficult time.”

The open day gave visitors an opportunity to see the new chapel of rest and speak
openly with the funeral directors. The team was also able to answer questions and help

dispel some of the myths and uncertainty that can surround funerals and funeral
services.

The Leam Lane funeral home is led by Funeral Director
Samantha Rutherford, supported by Nicola Lynn and

Natalie Holywell from Walker & Morrell’s other
branches.

Samantha said: “I am excited to be working for Walker &
Morrell, which has such a strong reputation for

providing caring and comforting support to families.”
Samantha Rutherford talks to visitors at the new

Leam Lane funeral home.

“I am here to support the people of Leam Lane, whether they need immediate help,
would like some guidance or simply want to understand more about the choices

available. Our aim is to help every family create a funeral that feels fitting and personal.”

Alongside opening the new funeral home, Walker & Morrell is strengthening its links
with the Leam Lane community through partnerships with two local sports clubs. The
funeral director is supporting grassroots football through a sponsorship arrangement
with Leam Rangers Football Club, including sponsoring the club’s Player of the Month

award. It is also sponsoring a tee box at The Ravensworth Golf Club.

Martin added: “Being part of a community means more than simply having premises
there. We want to support local organisations and build relationships with the people

who live and work around us.
Leam Rangers and The Ravensworth Golf Club both bring people together, and we are

delighted to be supporting them.”

Walker & Morrell Funeral Directors also has branches in Washington and Old Durham
Road, Gateshead.

Members of the community are welcome to visit the new funeral home in Fewster
Square, meet the team or ask for information and guidance.





Preserved in the Nordfjord Elements: A Funeral in Norway’s
Olden Old Church

Nestled at the base of steep green slopes in
the village of Olden, Norway, stands Olden

gamle kyrkje, Olden Old Church. Built in 1759,
this white timber cruciform church is a

stunning architectural survivor, constructed
after its predecessor was flattened by violent

fjord winds in 1757. Designed as a
symmetrical cross to better withstand the
area's severe storms, it stands today as the

only remaining 18th-century cruciform
church in the entire Nordfjord region.

For funeral directors, visiting Olden
Old Church feels like stepping back

centuries into the history of our trade.
Inside, the structure remains

completely untouched by modern
amenities. The walls retain their raw,
unpainted timber, the pews still bear
hand-carved 17th- and 18th-century

initials of local families, and the original
birch branch hat pegs (hattekrekser)
still adorn the men's side of the nave.

Crucially, the historic building operates with no heating and no electrical lighting
whatsoever.

Because a larger parish church was erected nearby in 1934, routine services no longer
take place in the Old Church. Today, it remains open primarily as a summer museum.

The sole exception? Funerals. However, permission is strictly limited: services are held
only for individuals who hold a direct, historical connection to the church or the

immediate valley.

Conducting a funeral in such a venue presents unique operational challenges that put
professional composure to the ultimate test—a reality made vividly clear during a

service held here this past January.



Outside, the fjord valley was locked in a brutal winter freeze, with temperatures
plunging to minus 6. Inside the unheated, uninsulated timber nave, the temperature

was identical, a bone chilling minus 6.

As mourners gathered, the atmosphere was hauntingly atmospheric, yet relentlessly
severe. Every exhalation from the congregation produced thick, billowing plumes of

white vapour so dense that you could clearly see the breath of every person in the
room with every word spoken.

The true test of the afternoon fell upon the
officiating priest. Clad in traditional vestments that

offered virtually no protection against the arctic
chill, the priest began the service. Within minutes,
the ambient frost took full effect. His jaw locked up
and his teeth began chattering together so fast and

so loudly that the physical sound echoed off the
bare wooden walls. 

Despite his best efforts to deliver a dignified eulogy, his violent shivering rendered his
speech completely unintelligible, not a single word could be understood by the

congregation.

While modern funeral practice heavily emphasises climate control and seamless
logistics, Olden Old Church serves as a striking reminder of our profession’s raw,

elemental roots. It is a place where history, heritage, and the harsh realities of nature
collide requiring funeral directors to prepare not just for the emotional weight of a

service, but for the extreme physical demands of the environment itself.
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	Walker & Morrell Funeral Directors also has branches in Washington and Old Durham Road, Gateshead. Members of the community are welcome to visit the new funeral home in Fewster Square, meet the team or ask for information and guidance.
	Preserved in the Nordfjord Elements: A Funeral in Norway’s Olden Old Church
	Outside, the fjord valley was locked in a brutal winter freeze, with temperatures plunging to minus 6. Inside the unheated, uninsulated timber nave, the temperature was identical, a bone chilling minus 6.
	As mourners gathered, the atmosphere was hauntingly atmospheric, yet relentlessly severe. Every exhalation from the congregation produced thick, billowing plumes of white vapour so dense that you could clearly see the breath of every person in the room with every word spoken.
	The true test of the afternoon fell upon the officiating priest. Clad in traditional vestments that offered virtually no protection against the arctic chill, the priest began the service. Within minutes, the ambient frost took full effect. His jaw locked up and his teeth began chattering together so fast and so loudly that the physical sound echoed off the bare wooden walls.
	Despite his best efforts to deliver a dignified eulogy, his violent shivering rendered his speech completely unintelligible, not a single word could be understood by the congregation.
	While modern funeral practice heavily emphasises climate control and seamless logistics, Olden Old Church serves as a striking reminder of our profession’s raw, elemental roots. It is a place where history, heritage, and the harsh realities of nature collide requiring funeral directors to prepare not just for the emotional weight of a service, but for the extreme physical demands of the environment itself.

